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ANTIBIOTIC AND CHEMOTHERAPY. By L. P. Garrod, H. P. Lambert and
F. O'Grady. (Pp. ix + 546; figs 49. £4.50). Ediniburgh and London: Churchill-
Livingston, 1973.
THIS is the fourth edition of what is by far the best short textbook in English on this
subject, both for the student or young doctor learning his trade and for,the more experienced
who wishes to keep up to date. Clearly set out and simply written it nevertheless contains
all the available information necessary. It has, of course, grown with the years (Pp. 350 ir,
1963) and has acquired a third author since the third edition. The current edition contains
an excellent new chapter on the mode of action of antibiotics (information which is now
omitted from the sections on the individual drugs) and a greatly enlarged chapter on
laboratory methods. Otherwise, it differs little from previous editions apart from including
the latest information about drugs new and old.
The weakest section of the book, inevitably, is Part II which deals in turn with clinical
groups of infections.. It is perhaps the more unfortunate that this is the part of the book
which will have mo;st influence on the prescribing of antibiotics. Much space is devoted to
inconclusive clinical evidence as to the best method of treating such conditions as bacterial
endocarditis, urinary infections and breast abscesses followed by advice which, though con-
ventional, does not always appear to be based on the evidence quoted. For instance, on
p. 387 erythromycin is described as the only antibiotic tested to eliminate the Bcrdeteila
pertussis in whooping cough rapidly but a few lines below ampicillin is recommnended for
moderately severe and chloramphenicol for very severe illnesses. I hope tha-t before the
next edition this part of the book will be pruned and the extent to which current antibiotic
practice is irrational will be laid bare.
P.C.E.
ANATOMY OF THE HEAD AND NECK. By George H. Paff. (Pp. 235; 360
figures. £5.10). London: W. B. Saunders, 1973.
THE appearance of a new book in a competitive field arouses curiosity., New volumes
covering scientific advances have at least the intrinsic merit of combining the latest available
infornation on particular topics. The success or otherwise of new volumes covering familiar
areas depends almost entirely on presentation. In anatomy, an essentially visual subject,
presentation of the illustrations plays a major supporting role. An initial survey of Dr. Paff's
book reveals that all illustrations are black and white diagrams. The absence of the artistry
of many recent anatomical texts, the lack of the use of colour or even a photograph seem,
at first sight, to place the book at a serious disadvantage. It suggests that the author and
publishers are gambling upon the scope of the book and its text to distinguish it as a worthy
addition.
The scpe of any textbook depends upon the intended readership. Unfortunately this is
something which the author does not define for the reader (and for himself?) though the
preface suggests that the lectures upon which the book is based were mainly for post-
graduates interested in E.E.N.T. and oral surgery. Even if this assumption is true, there
are some questionable omissions. Chapters on the osteology and embryology (and possibly
one on the C.N.S.) would broaden the appeal of the book to all students of these specialities
and perhaps include the wider (undergraduate) market of dental students. It may seem easy
to be critical of a new book simply by noting its omissions. However for those who
recommend and those who buy, the single text book which offers a more complete approach
is often the best economic proposition; unfortunately nowadays a not unimportant con-
sideration. In Dr. Puff's case the omissions are all the more regrettable as the remainder
of the coverage is very good.
The style of the text is perhaps the best selling feature of the book. The author has
obviously attempted to transfer his teaching style to paper, no doubt because the suggestion
that he should write the book stems from his students., The style is therefore often conver-
sational and has more immediate reader appeal than the weighty volumes with which
83anatomy is encumbered. The author is obviously aware of the reader at all times, inter-
rupting the text with recall questions, aide-memoires (even mnemonics) humour, analogies
and occasional etymological explanations. Clinical considerations are frequently mentioned,
the usual tedious and verbose descriptions of relat-ions skilfully avoided and functions
emphasised in a logical manner. Advice is given even on the construction of a model larynx!
While the text relies heavily on the accompanying diagrams, Dr. Paff realises that anatomy
cannot be learned from books alone. The reader is frequently referred to the examination
of a skull, to self-examination or to a presumably available dissection. Purists wi.ll argue
over some of the details, e.g. the use of pterygo-mandibular "ligament" and "raphe" inter-
changeably, and gram-merians might wonder at the choice of adjectives in the advice that
it would be a "pious idea" to refer to a skull. However, the same purists will delight in the
frequent use of eponyms.
The overall result of the author's fresh approach is a very readable and easily remembered
text. The diagrams which complement it are plentiful and generally well drawn. It is
unfortunate that the first two are rather inferior, giving an initially poor impression, and
that fig. 35 requires a headstand to understand its orientation. Greater use of figure titles
and orientation would facilitate the reader, though mention must be made of the large
and often excellent diagrams which help to make the chapters on the eye and ear among
the best in the book.
Dr. Paff's refreshing style make the omissions mentioned doubly unfortunate, but post-
graduate students may, nevertheless, welcome the valuable tuition offered. Naturally it is to
be hoped that in future editions the author will extend his coverage, where his obvious
teaching expertise and his enthusiasm for his subject would be welcomed.
A $.uccessful teacher does not always make a successful author (or vice versa) but, on the
whole, Dr. Paff has succeeded in making the conversion to add a promising newcomer to
text books on head and neck anatomy.
P.D.A.O.
INTERVIEWING THE PATIENT. By G. L. Engel and W. L. Morgan. (Pp. 148.
Illustrated. £1.50). London: W. B. Saunders, 1973.
THIS short book is an admirable attempt to improve a poorly practised art-,that of history
taking. It sets out clearly and concisely the means of creating an effective relationship
between the student and the patient-a relationship which should not only provide cl,inically
relevant information but also be of therapeutic value.
There are three sections in the book. The first is an almost philosophic discussion of the
student's role in relation to the patient, the patient's visitors and the medical staff. Some
of the factors which will influence his attitude to the patient, e.g. his insecurity in his new
role, his lack of experience and his own personal psychological problems, are described.
In this chapter may physicians will be ineminded of their first hesitant involvement with sick
people.
The second section deals with the conoepts underlying the diagnostic process. It is written
in general terms and certainly for the introductory studen.t is of less practical value than the
rest of the book.
The third section is outstanding. It describes in detail how the interview should be
conducted and proviides a reference framework which with appropriate modifications is
applicable to most clinical situations.
History taking is probably the least well taught part of the medical curriculum largely
because most teaching groups are too large, thus creating a difficulty in involving all the
students in the history taking process. It also receives much less emphasis throughout the
medical course than teaching on physical examination, diagnosis and treatment. It may be
that the situation could be improved by providing video-recording facilities which would
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